
 
    DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

        NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
     P. O. BOX 60267 

 NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160-0267 
REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF 

                                                
August 7, 2007 

 
CEMVN-OD-T (Port Fourchon, LA.) 
 

JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

PROPOSED EXTENSION OF PORT FOURCHON EAST JETTY 
 
Interested parties are hereby notified that the U.S. Army Engineer District, New Orleans, 
proposes to extend the east jetty located at the entrance channel to the Port Fourchon Navigation 
Channel, LA, project, in Lafourche Parish (Figure 1).    
 
Extension of the east jetty involves placement of fill and dredged material in waters of the U.S.; 
therefore, the provisions of Title 33 CFR, Part 336-338, effective April 26, 1988, are applicable 
and issuance of this public notice is required.   
 
PROJECT AUTHORITY:  The Bayou Lafourche, Louisiana, project was authorized by the 
Rivers and Harbors Act of August 30, 1935, which provided for a 6-foot deep by 60-foot 
wide navigational channel from Larose to the Gulf of Mexico with a jettied entrance at Belle 
Pass.  The Rivers and Harbors Act of July 14, 1960, provided for a 12-foot deep by 125-foot 
wide navigational channel to the 12-foot contour in the Gulf of Mexico.  Construction of the 
Port Fourchon, Lafourche Parish, Louisiana Project in southern Lafourche Parish, Louisiana, 
was authorized by Section 101(a)(16) of the Water Resources Development Act of 1996, 
which provided for an inshore channel, with a depth of -24 feet Mean Low Gulf (MLG) over 
a bottom width of 300 feet, in Belle Pass and Bayou Lafourche extending from the Gulf of 
Mexico through the developed area of Port Fourchon (Mile 0.0 to Mile 3.4), and an entrance 
channel extending approximately 1.3 miles from the gulf shore to the -26 foot MLG contour 
with a depth of -26 feet MLG over a bottom width of 300 feet. 
 
PROJECT PURPOSE:  The Port Fourchon entrance channel is protected by rock jetties.  
Scouring of the shoreline at the east jetty land tie-in location has resulted in the circumvention of 
the Port Fourchon jetty system.   
 
PROPOSED ACTION:  The Port Fourchon east jetty would be extended landward to the east 
approximately 200 feet to tie back into the existing bankline to correct the circumvention 
(Figures 2 and 3).  This extension would minimize shoaling back into the channel. 
 
A flotation access channel would be constructed, as necessary, adjacent to the north side of the 
jetty extension to allow rock-laden barges to access the work site.  The flotation access channel  
would be excavated to a maximum depth of about 10 feet and a maximum width of about 80 feet 
and would impact a maximum of less than 1 acre of shallow open water bottom habitat.   
 



 
 

 

DISPOSAL AREAS:  Flotation access channel material either would be placed on the non-
channel side of the jetties, or temporarily stockpiled adjacent to the flotation access channel.  
Stockpiled flotation access channel material would be used to backfill the flotation access 
channels following completion of jetty repair work. 
 
METHODS OF DISCHARGE:  All jetty extension and flotation access channel work would be 
performed by a mechanical dredge. 
 
PROPERTY ADJACENT TO THE DISPOSAL AREA:  The property adjacent to the proposed 
disposal areas include the open water of Bayou Lafourche, the Gulf of Mexico, beach, and saline 
marsh.  
 
QUANTITIES AND FREQUENCIES:  Approximately 1600 tons of rock would be placed over 
approximately 950 yards of geotextile fabric during construction of this jetty extension.  A 
maximum of about 3,000 cubic yards of material would be removed during excavation of a 
flotation access channel.   
 
DREDGING BY OTHERS:  No accurate estimate can be given to the amounts and/or frequency 
of dredging required to maintain non-Federal facilities in the vicinity of this project. 
 
EVALUATION FACTORS:  The decision whether to extend the east jetty will be based on an 
evaluation of the probable impact including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the 
public interest.  That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization 
of important resources.  The benefit which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the 
proposal must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors which may 
be relevant to the proposal will be considered; among those are conservation, economics, 
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and wildlife 
values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, 
recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber 
production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership and, in general, the needs and 
welfare of the people. 
 
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (NEPA) COMPLIANCE:  A final 
environmental impact statement (FEIS) titled “Port Fourchon, Louisiana, Feasibility Report and 
Environmental Impact Statement,” and filed with the Environmental Protection Agency on 
October 21, 1994, addressed maintenance and repair of existing project features.  No additional 
NEPA document will be prepared for the proposed action.  
 
STATE WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION:  Section 401 of the Clean Water Act 
necessitates state water quality certification for the proposed work.  Application for certification 
has been submitted by the U.S. Army Engineer District, New Orleans, to the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ), Office of Environmental Services, in accordance 
with statutory authority contained in LRS: 30:2074 A(3) and provisions of Section 401 of the  
Clean Water Act, (P.L. 92-500, as amended).  Additional information concerning state water 
quality certification for the proposed work can be obtained by writing to:  Louisiana Department  
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of Environmental Quality, Attention:  Mr. Win Webb (Point of Contact or POC), Post Office  
Box 4313, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 70821-4313.  Mr. Webb also may be reached at (225) 219-
3464. Additionally, please reference this WQC application number: WW 070723-02.  
 
SECTION 404(B)(1) GUIDELINES:  The placement of jetty extension rock and material 
excavated during the construction of flotation access channels to facilitate rock and equipment 
barge access to the jetty work site in the Port Fourchon, Louisiana, project, will be made through 
the application of guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, Environmental Protection 
Agency, in conjunction with the Secretary of the Army.  If these guidelines alone prohibit the 
designation of these placement areas, any potential impairment to the maintenance of navigation 
and anchorage which would result from the failure to use these placement areas will also be 
considered. 
 
COASTAL ZONE CONSISTENCY DETERMINATION:  The U.S. Army Engineer District, 
New Orleans, will provide the Office of Coastal Restoration and Management Division, 
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, a consistency determination for the east jetty 
extension in the Port Fourchon, Louisiana, project.   
 
ENDANGERED SPECIES:  The U.S. Army Engineer District, New Orleans, will consult the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to determine the impact of the proposed construction operations 
on threatened or endangered species or critical habitat thereof. 
 
ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT:  The initial determination is that the proposed action will not  
have a substantial impact on Essential Fish Habitat or Federally managed species in the Gulf of 
Mexico.  The environmental assessment will assess the impacts of the proposed action on 
Essential Fish Habitat and will include the required components of 50 CFR 600.920(g).  The 
final determination relative to impacts and the need for mitigation measures is subject to review 
by the National Marine Fisheries Service.   
 
CULTURAL RESOURCES:  A cultural resources survey may be conducted for the proposed 
action.  The U.S. Army Engineer District, New Orleans, will consult with the Louisiana State 
Historic Preservation Officer to assess the potential effects of the proposed disposal area on 
cultural resources.   
 
COORDINATION:  The following is a partial list of agencies to which a copy of this notice is 
being sent for coordination purposes: 
 

Region VI, Environmental Protection Agency 
Regional Director, National Marine Fisheries Service 
Regional Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  
Commander, Eighth Coast Guard District 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality 
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources 
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Figure 3 




